ACCENT & DIALECT

REVISION QUESTIONS



1
John Honey asks the question, ‘Does Accent Matter?’ and answers ‘yes’. Do you agree?

2
‘In theory a person with any dialect may speak using any dialect.’ Use this statement to define what accent and dialect are, and give your opinion on how true it is.

3
A friend of yours speaks with a heavy regional accent. S/he is about to go for an important interview for a job in retail management. She asks for your advice about whether s/he should change the way she speaks. Write your reply.

4
Fewer than 4% of speakers use R.P. (received pronunciation). How then do you explain its continued pre-eminence as an English accent?

5
A local newspaper is running a series of features of language, and asks you to explain ‘Estuary English’ to their readers in 500 words or so. What points would you make?

6
What are the factors which give some accents greater prestige than others?

7
A number of eminent politicians have recently argue that children should be taught to speak properly, using more standard accents. Do you agree?

8
There is evidence that we do not always perceive our own accents as they really are, that we modify them. Discuss this idea and explain some of the reasons for it.

9
‘Dialect has both a geographical and social dimension.’ Explain this idea with reference to specific examples.

10
‘The accents and dialects of the young frequently differ from the older generation’. Discuss this idea with reference to specific examples.

